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ZAMA.   SPRING 202 B. C.

THE last year of the war, B. o. 202, had no important incident but the battle
of Zama. Carthage had made a truce with Scipio, but broke it. Hannibal
essayed to negotiate a peace, but failed. Both generals drew up at Zama for a
last struggle. Scipio had twenty thousand heavy foot and fourteen thousand
light, twenty-seven hundred Roman and six thousand Numidian horse. All
of this was of the best. Hannibal was very weak in cavalry. He had a small
number of Carthaginian horse and two thousand Numidians. His total infantry
was under fifty thousand, and he had eighty elephants. The quality of his
army was low. - Seipio drew up his cohorts as usual, and with cavalry on the
flanks, but the maniples did not stand checkerwise. They were back of each
other, making long lanes through which the elephants could be driven to the
rear. The elephants were in Hannibal's front line. Then came the Gauls and
Ligurians of Mago, unreliable to the last degree. The second infantry line was
of Carthaginians, Africans and Macedonians, fairly good. The third had the
Italians Hannibal had brought over with him from Bruttium, mostly against
their will, with a very small leaven of his old soldiers. In the battle the ele-
phants proved useless. Soipio's cavalry drove Hannibal's from the field, as
Hannibal's had Varro's at Cannae. The Carthaginian first and second lines
made poor resistance to Scipio's hastati and principes. In the struggle of Han-
nibal's third line against Scipio's fresh formation, it seems that Hannibal came
very close to victory; but the Roman and Numidian horse returned from pur-
suit, and fell upon his flanks and rear. The battle was lost, and Rome im-
posed her own terms on Carthage, Hannibal lived nineteen years after Zama,
partly in the service of his country, partly as a fugitive from Roman hate.

THE coming year, B. c. 202, the consuls were M. Servilius
Geminus and Tiberius Claudius. Each desired Africa as
his sole province, but neither received it; Scipio was re-
tained, but Claudius was allowed to go to Africa with equal
authority. There were sixteen legions in service, including
the three on duty in Africa. Scipio was continued in his
command.cily, but it was understood by him,
